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standing at the entrance; because through the eyes con-
cupiscence finds its way into the heart, and shakes its
firmest purposes."    "But," replied Ananda, "what is to
be done when they come over to bring food to the inmates
of the monastery ? "    " Ananda/' said Buddha, " in such a
case no conversation is to take place with them.    Much
safer and better it would be to hold conversation with a
man who, sword in hand, would threaten to cut off our
head, or with a female Biloo ready to devour us the moment
we open the mouth to speak.    By conversing with women,
one becomes acquainted with them ; acquaintance begets
familiarity, kindles passion, leads to the loss of virtue, and
precipitates into the four states of punishment.    It is,
therefore, most prudent not to have any conversation with
them."    " What is to be done, 0 Buddha, in cases when
women come to the monastery to hear religious instruc-
tions, to expose their doubts, to seek for spiritual advice,
to learn the practice of religious duties, and render be-
comingly certain services to the Kalians ?    Should a Bahan
be silent on such occasions, they will ridicule him and say,
* This Kalian, forsooth, is deaf or too well fed ; he therefore
cannot speak.' "    " Ananda," replied Buddha, " when on
such occasions a Rahan is obliged to speak, let him con-
sider as mothers those who are old enough to be mothers,
as elder sisters those who appear a little older than he, as
younger sisters or children those that are younger than he.
Never, 0 Ananda, forget these instructions."
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